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We who believe in freedom cannot rest
We who believe in freedom cannot rest until it comes
Not needing to clutch for power, not needing the light just to shine on me
I need to be just one in the number as we stand against tyranny

-Bernice Johnson Reagon

The Kapatirang Simbahan Para SA Bayan (KASIMBAYAN) salutes the Samahan ng Ex-
Detainees Laban SA Detensyon at Aresto (SELDA) as it celebrates its 26th year of steadfast
commitment to pursue a vision of society where there is no political prisoner.
Imprisonment has always been a way of the tyrant to silence and prevent the freedom-

fighters and social justice advocates in exposing and opposing the oppressive schemes of the
elite rulers. The exploiters and the looters of the people’s wealth and resources use the laws,
the courts, military and prison bars to incarcerate those who work for justice and human
dignity.

SELDA has marked an impressive testimony of faithfulness in working for freedom, justice
and peace. While members have been victims themselves of injustice, they relentlessly carry
forward the cause that would set the captives free. They were tortured and suffered various
forms of humiliation, but their hearts and minds have never been caged. Their principles
and convictions remain unbroken. Their desire for freedom has never been deflated. We offer
our respect and high regard to SELDA for its testimony.

SELDA has afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; (2 Corinthians 4:8-) .
Today, the Aquino government has a lot of accountability especially on the issue of human
rights. It could not brag about democracy and “matuwid na daan” slogans as there are more
than 300 political prisoners suffering for the crimes invented and maliciously schemed by the
state.

We join the SELDA and all freedom loving Filipinos in the resounding cry: FREE ALL
POLITICAL PRISONERS.
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