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SOLIDARITY MESSAGE TO SELDA 
On its 26th Founding Anniversary 

 
SELDA’s anniversary is a somber reminder that the conditions and the structures that necessitated its founding in 
1984 remain and persist today.  
 
SELDA’s anniversary is also a testament to the bravery, courage and steadfastness to struggle for what is right, 
just and democratic by the thousands of men and women who have been arrested, tortured and imprisoned for 
their political beliefs and actions from the dark days of the fascist dictatorship and which continues on today.   
 
The Canada Philippines Solidarity for Human Rights (CPSHR) sends this solidarity message to SELDA, the 
militant organization of former political prisoners in the Philippines, in its 26th founding anniversary. We support 
SELDA in its task  of not only working for the release and welfare of over three hundred  political prisoners but 
also of taking care of former political prisoners and their families. 
 
In particular, we support the hunger strike of political prisoner Ramon Patriarca which started on June 1, 2012 to 
protest his continued detention in the military camp, where he was brought and tortured after his arrest in 2009. 
He is on hunger strike against the military’s violation of a recent court decision ordering his transfer to a regular 
detention facility in Cebu. Patriarca, a consultant with the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP), 
is among the group of NDFP consultants who remain in jail in violation of the Joint Agreement of Safety and 
Immunity Guarantees agreed upon by the NDFP and the Philippine government to protect peace consultants 
from antagonistic acts such as arrest and detention. 
 
The Aquino government continues to renege on its pledge to release political prisoners as it continues to suspend 

the peace talks with the National Democratic Front. The continuing failure of the Aquino regime's to fulfill its 

pledge to immediately release political prisoners is a serious obstacle to the peace talks and discussions on socio-

economic reforms as well as on political and constitutional reforms.  

Freedom for all political prisoners is an integral demand to the various democratic demands of the Filipino 

people, an integral part of all proposals for ending the civil war and for building democracy in the country.  

Freedom for all political prisoners is a matter of justice and redress for all that have been inflicted on the political 

prisoners, from the moment of their arrest, to the trumped up charges against them, their criminalization and 

their continuing detention.  

Your demand is loud, your main call is clear:  Free All Political Prisoners!  
 
We stand and work in solidarity with your call to FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS! 
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