
Camp Crame Political Prisoners
Hail SELDA on its 26th Anniversary (May 25, 2012)

We, political prisoners at the Philippine National Police Custodial Center in Camp Crame, Hail
the Samahan ng mga Ex- Detainee Laban sa Detensyon at Aresto (SELDA) on its 28th founding
Anniversary this year.

SELDA was formed by ex- political detainees about a year after thousands of them all over
the country gained freedom in the aftermath of the fall of the Marcos dictatorship in February 1986,
as a result of the unrelenting, widespread, militant people’s struggle against the dictatorship
throughout the 13 plus years of its fascist rule, culminating in a massive popular uprising at EDSA
that finally toppled the hated regime and opened the gates that had been barring its political
critiques.

Even as a human rights organization, SELDA is distinct in that, aside from its being devoted
to promotion and respect of human rights and the interest of the people, it is particularly devoted to
political detainees—following them and looking after their needs and concerns, supporting the fight
for their freedom and against violations of justice, human rights and other rights in this cases.

SELDA continued to bind ex- political detainees, and to be one with and devote itself to the
cause and support of those who have also become and continue to be political detainees , even after
the end of the Marcos fascist dictatorship and where there are (Officially) supposed to be more
political detainees.

Ex- political detainees, who experienced the extra ordinary oneness developed among their
ranks because of the cruel experiences, most difficult trials and courageous militant struggles they
went through; the intense political learning, tight comradeship and mutual support they developed
in prison, not to mention their having been together 24 hours a day in many cases for long stretches
of time; the devoted wide support they receive from relatives, comrades, friends, human rights
organization and other advocates and sympathizers of their cause outside prison, in the country and
abroad, and the many victories they won in collective struggles, cannot forget these. Having gone
through such experiences that present political detainees are going through, they intimately
sympathize with and particular extend their comradeship support and that they have gained through
their own experiences and struggles to those who have now become political detainees under post-
martial law regimes up to the current, that wear only democratic facades and keep lying that there
are no longer political prisoners at present.

We, current political prisoners, who share such unity and benefit from their support under
our present conditions, express our oneness and gratitude for such support that SELDA and its
members have given and continue to give us political prisoners of the present, and will continue to
give to many more who will be political prisoners for as long as the prevailing rotten, exploitative
and oppressive political and socio – economic system we are resisting and struggling against
continues to rule genuine freedom and democracy have let to be attained by the suffering people,
and respect for human rights and other people’s rights and interests still have to be militantly and
resolutely fought for, even at the risk of political imprisonment or worse.

In the struggle,
Political prisoners at the PNP  Custodial
Center Camp Crame


